Fáilte / Welcome / Bienvenu / Willkommen

Welcome to our 2006 Yearbook.  Hopefully it will be a pleasant reminder of all the major activities and highlights of our year as a ladies football club in 2006.  What a great year it was too – winning the All Ireland Division One Féile Peil na nÓg Championship, winning the Kilmacud Crokes All Ireland Club Sevens and winning the Tír Chonaill Gaels London Senior International Nine A Side tournament.  Few clubs in any code will have had such national and international success last year.

On the domestic front all our club teams gave good accounts of themselves in the Clare championships.  Our Senior team reached the Clare Senior Football Final for the first time in our history. The club’s newly developed Junior side won the Clare Junior B Championship in fine style.  The Banner Ladies also captured the Clare A Championships at U-12, U-14 and U-16 grades and missed out narrowly in the Minor A Championship before comprehensively landing the B title. Our development U-10 squad also delivered silverware in winning the Lissycasey tournament with a thrilling final victory over arch rivals Éire Óg.

The Banner Ladies Club was also honoured to have Senior captain and London ‘Player of the Tournament’ winner, Louise Henchy nominated for the International Rules trials. Louise was the only Clare player nominated and she was unlucky to narrowly miss out on making the final panel.  Club players Eimear O’Connor and Megan Hough had the privilege of captaincy of the Clare U-14 team with Megan receiving the All Ireland U-14 Blitz Division Two trophy and Eimear garnering the Munster and All Ireland U-14 B Championship cups.  Eimear and Megan were also honoured in being presented to the 26,000 attendance in Croke Park on TG4’s All Ireland Ladies Football Final’s Day as part of the parade of the 2006 All Ireland championship winning captains.

Niamh O’Dea was also honoured in Croke Park and was selected to play before 83,000 spectators at the Bank of Ireland All Ireland Football finals as part of the Cumann na mBunscoil Mini-Sevens exhibition team.  Niamh lined out in the Kerry colours and gave a tremendous exhibition of football.  Club star Louise Woods won the ‘Player of the Match’ award at the All Ireland B Final while club newcomer Naomi Carroll won a similar award at the All Ireland Sevens Championships.

Off the field of play the club was honoured with Ennis Town Council Civic receptions for both our 2005 and 2006 Féile squads.  This civic recognition by the Mayor and Elected Members of Ennis Town Council was a very proud, memorable and gratifying event for all involved with the club.  The Banner Ladies Club also participated in this year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade and was on of the most colourful groups with over seventy girls marching in celebration of our National Day.

Comhgairdeas le gach cailín a ghlach páirt in imeachtaí an chumann i rith na mbliana.  Tá súil leis an choiste gur bhain sibh go léir taithneamh as a bheith ag imirt peile leis An Bratach is go mbeidh sibh go léir ar ais an bhliain seo chugainn.  Go raibh maith agaibh do éinne a thug cabhair agus tacaíocht dúinn anuraigh – go háirithe The Whelan Group, SuperMacs, Ennis Town Council, Ennis Information Age Town, The Clare Sports Partnership and Paddy Quinn’s Fruit and Vegetables.  Ar scáth a chéile a mhairfimid agus tá dóchas orainn go mbeidh an tacaíocht fláthiúil céanna le fáil arís i 2007.

Ar aghaidh linn le chéile ag tabhhairt súil leis an Bhliain Nua.  

An Bratach Abú.

Dr. Pól MacGinneá, Runaí Cumann Peil Gael na mBan An Bratach Inis, Nollaig 2006

The Most Progressive Ladies Football Club in Ireland

Three years ago The Banner Ladies Football Club set up a select and elected committee to steer the Club into the 21st Century and beyond.  What an inspired move!

Since 2004 the Banner Ladies Football Club has gone from strength to strength.  We now have our own distinctive club logo, our own unique club web-site and our own loyal and dedicated cohort of both civic and business support groups who are keen to invest in our future.  Winning the All Ireland Féile Div. Two in 2005 and the All Ireland Féile Div. One in 2006 & the All Ireland Club Sevens in 2006 has consolidated our link with the Ennis and Clare communities and we hope that this association can be further augmented into the future.

Everybody loves to win but at The Banner Ladies Football Club winning is not the essence of our values.  Yes we love and strive to succeed, but our aim as a club is to give girls from Ennis and its environs the opportunity to play football and have as much fun and enjoyment as possible while doing so. Thus in 2006 we fielded no less than fourteen championship teams (2 x U-10’s, U-11’s, Community Games, 2 x U-12’s, 3 x U-14’s, 2 x U-16’s, Minor, Junior & Senior) as well as representative teams in the London Senior International Nine A Side and the All Ireland U-14 Seven A Side championships.

In 2006 our teams, both underage and adult, travelled to Tipperary, Kerry, Galway, Dublin, London, Wicklow and Limerick in pursuit of spórt agus craic.  Club teams had epic occasions in such venues as Baltinglass, Enniskerry, Bray, Seapoint Rugby Club, Cahir, Tralee, Listowel, Kilmacud-Crokes, London, Claregalway and Salthill amongst others.  No shrinking violets among our club committee or players!

We stand on our laurels and two All Ireland Championships in 2006, a first Clare Ladies Senior Final appearance, an International Nines championship victory, a Clare Junior B Championship win, a Clare Minor B title and Clare A Championship wins at U-16, U-14,, U-12 and U-10 all salute our achievements this past year.  But our motto is ‘let the girls play’ and to this effect we must give credit to our U-12 B team (no wins) and our U-14 C team (no wins) for their excellent endeavours in representing The Banner Ladies Club.  Spare a thought though for our U-14 B’s who narrowly lost a county C Semi-final and for our U-16 B’s who narrowly lost a county B Semi-final.  A simple kick of the ball could have sent both matches either way but such is the luck of football!

We had player heroines both on and off the field in 2006.  Who will forget newly qualified accountant Louise Henchy receiving the International Nines Trophy in London, or Eimear O’Connor raising the All Ireland Féile Trophy in Wicklow, or Louise Woods accepting the All Ireland Sevens Trophy in Dublin or indeed Niamh O’Dea representing the club on Bank of Ireland Football Final Day in Croke Park.  Yes these were great days for the club….but there were others in 2006!  Eimear O’Connor led the Clare U-14 team to All-Ireland B Championship glory this year and Megan Hough was the Clare captain when the county won the All-Ireland Division Two U-14 Blitz in Mullingar.  In October Rebecca Culligan led Clare to Championship honours at U-12 level (and in the process defeated Down, Galway and Laois) so the future looks bright.
Credit also the seventy players and mentors who participated in the 2006 St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Ennis and also the club members who partook in our club quiz night in June.  The Banner Ladies Club must be unique in receiving two Ennis Civic Receptions in 2006, in March our 2005 Féile winners were honoured and in October our successful 2006 Féile panel received the prestigious Civic Accolade from the Town Council and Mayor.

Hats off then to our players of 2006 and to our dedicated club committee, mentors and coaches – James Costello (Chair), Bríd Higgins (Vice-Chair), Dr. Paul McKenna (Sec/PRO), Bernie Brennan (Treasurer), Maura Cavanagh (Registrar), Mary Daly (Child Protection Officer), Louise Henchy (Senior Captain & Cultural Officer), Tom Barrett (Ass. Treasurer), Sonya Maher, Dervilla Moloney, Pat O’Driscoll, Michael Culligan, Kieran Martin, Ciara McMahon, Joe Reidy, Patricia Ryan, Jim McMahon, PJ Garry and Andy Tierney.

As a parent reading this please get involved with your daughter’s club.  If she is enjoying her time playing football so will you if you get involved with her as an active club member.  Remember your daughter is learning a healthy pastime that she will appreciate all the days of her life.  Please give a few of your days to help her along the way.  Please also ensure that you aquaint yourself as a parent with your daughter’s trainer/coach and ensure that you know the start and finish times of all club training sessions and games.  Feel free at all times to bring any issues of concern you may have to the attention of club officials.

James J. Costello, Cathaoirleach, Cumann Peil Gael na mBan, An Bratach, Inis

FÉILE PEIL NA nÓG  2006
People said we could not do it.  Stay in Division Two if at all possible the afficiandos said – we have a good chance there!!! Yes we would have had a good chance of repeating Division Two glory in 2006 but could our squad of girls have any ambitions towards the ultimate prize of the overall All Ireland Championship?
Some in the club said no, some said yes and some wavered – but ultimately Croke Park sealed our fate.  The Banner Ladies would compete for the Division One Féile Championship in 2006.  The Club eventually relished the thought – could we really be the very best in Ireland?

In anticipation The Banner easily won the Clare qualifying rounds.  A good start but sterner hurdles were to come.  Our first game was against Dublin and the reigning All – Ireland champions Foxrock/Cabinteely.  Thus in our opening game, against a club with a full time professional coach/trainer (and in their home grounds), we knew we had to be at our very best to win.  When Lauren Dooley delivered a spectacular goal after seven minutes we dared to dream that we were on our way.  And yet we were.  We beat Foxrock/Cabinteely comprehensively and the rest of the tournament was now in our own hands.  The Banner Girl’s did not disappoint.
Féile 2006 panel & mentors before opening game versus Foxrock/Cabinteely at Seapoint Rugby Club

The Banner went on to outplay Wicklow, Monaghan and Kerry to reach the All Ireland Final.  Our club’s victory over the Kerry champions, and previous three time Féile winners Southern Gaels, at Bray in the All-Ireland Semi-Final was the stuff of legend.  Our brave Ennis and Clare representatives completely outplayed their vaunted Kerry counterparts and deservedly won a final berth.  Could we realise the dream and beat Corofin of Galway? That we did is now history – we are the 2006 All Ireland Champions.  But what a great achievement this was for a club from Clare.  Thanks to Setanta Sports our All Ireland final victory was shown far and wide on television.  Another first for underage football in Clare!
Captain Eimear O’Connor receives the All Ireland trophy

The Banner Ladies Football Club is truly proud of bringing this All Ireland success to Clare.  This win did not happen overnight but has been many long years in the making.  Previous victories in Division Two in 2001 and 2006 only strengthened our determination to someday gain the ultimate prize.  Whatever the future may bring history will forever record that the Banner Ladies Football Club was the All Ireland Féile Championship winning club of 2006.
Féile Final Team and mentors before All Ireland match against Corofin in Baltinglass

Is maith an t-alann an t-ochras agus tá sé sin ráite ag ár gCumann i ngach ní atá déanta againn go dtí seo i mbliana.  Molaigí na cailíní, agus na daoine a cabhraigh leo, chun an éacht iontach a bhaint amach.  N’fheadar an d-tarlóidh a leithéid arís?  An rud is annamh ‘is iontach agus b’iontach an rud é dúinn i mbliana.
An painéal go léir ag ceiliúradh le Chorann Craobh na hÉireann tar éis an chraobh cluiche

Ní foláir go mbeimís ar ais an bhliain seo chugainn chun ár gCraobh a chosaint.  Beidh foireann maith againn arís le cúnamh Dé agus déanfimid  ár ndícheall, le peiladóirí nua, chun an charobh a bhuachaint faoi dhó don Chláir.  Bí ann agus bí linn.  An Bratach Abú.
Path To Victory: Feile 2006

The Banner
6 – 6

Foxrock/Cabinteely (Dublin)
1 - 5

The Banner
6 – 11

Greystones (Wicklow)

0 – 0

The Banner
4 – 12

Scotstown (Monaghan)

0 – 0
The Banner
4 – 4

Southern Gaels (Kerry)

0 – 1 (Semi-Final)
The Banner
1 – 4

Corofin (Galway)

1 – 2 (All Ireland Final)
The Banner Ladies Football Club wishes to thank both The Ennis Town Council and The Whelan Group who were the main sponsors of our participation at Féile 2006.  Go raibh míle maith agaibh.
All Ireland Seven-A-Side Club Champions 2006

As reigning All Ireland Féile Champions we were expected to do well in this tournament.  Now in its third year, and for the first time granted official status as an All Ireland Championship, this Kilmacud Crokes hosted event was a title worth chasing.  Never having competed at sevens before this was to be a step into the unknown for the Banner Ladies Club.  Could we secure a second All Ireland championship title for the club?
As All Ireland Féile champions we were given the honour of playing all our group matches in the premier pitch in Glenalbyn, the magnificent home grounds of Kilmacud Crokes.  This was a great and appreciated recognition of our feats in Féile and all at the Banner Ladies thank the tournament organisers for this accolade.  However such recognition cast us as tournament favourites and as such the team to beat.  Could our team live up to this added pressure and confirm its All-Ireland Féile performance?  History now shows that the Banner Ladies did just that and with much skill and style.
Group victories were secured against the representatives of Galway, Wicklow, Armagh and Monaghan before we again accounted for the Galway girls in a keenly contested quarter-final.  The All- Ireland semi-final saw us up against the Cavan champions Mullahoran and we won this game well to qualify for the tournament final.
Team photo before the All Ireland Sevens Final

Installed as favourites this was always going to be a difficult game for us.  That our opponents were the Meath champions Oldcastle didn’t make our task any easier.  Oldcastle had defeated the Cork & Dublin champions on their way to the final so they were worthy and respected opponents.

The final game itself was a thriller – as it should be for a decider of such a prestigious championship.  The Banner opted for the significant wind advantage when winning the toss but we were rocked by two early Oldcastle goals to our single point.  Things looked ominous for us when, having struck the posts and crossbar twice we had but a single point to show for our wind advantage.  Shortly before half time we scored a goal and a point but Oldcastle quickly hit back with a valuable point of their own.  Thus at half time we were in arrears by 2 – 1 to 1 – 2.
Playing against the significant wind in the second half we knew we were up against it and we hoped for a good performance.  Having scored the first point of the second period the Banner was rattled when Oldcastle scored a brilliant goal after three minutes.  Thus with less than seven minutes remaining we trailed by 3 – 1 to 1 – 3.  Our goose was cooked or so it seemed!  Credit the team of girls who now went on to play what I easily can state was the best football ever produced by our club.  In the remaining minutes they outscored Oldcastle by 2 – 5 to nil to run out deserving winners on a 3 – 8 to 3 – 1 scoreline.  Credit our girls’ pride and determination in achieving this final win.
Seo é an tarna Chraobh na hÉireann atá buaite ag ár gClub i mbliana agus is mór an éacht é seo.  Tréaslaíonn gach bhall d’ár gcumann leis an foireann iontach seo agus leis na daoine a chabhraigh leo chun an éacht a thabhairt chun chríoch.  Maith sibh go léir.  Tá súil againn go mbeirimís ar ais agus beo ag an am chéanna arís an bhliain seo chugainn.

Louise Woods accepts the Sevens Trophy, Joe Reidy the Pennant and Naomi Carroll the Sevens Tournament Player Award
This was a championship won the hard way as we had great tussles with the Galway, Armagh and eventually the Meath champions along the way.  Oldcastle of Meath were really worthy opponents and contributed to making the final the game of the championship.  The standard of football in this game was unequalled in the tournament as two expertly coached teams strove for honours.  It is a huge credit to all at our club that we emerged victorious and this gave added value to our underage skills & coaching strategy.  Oldcastle of Meath were however a great team and the fact that this was only their second year as a ladies football club ensures that they will be formidable opponents in the future.  Credit all their players and management when in true Meath spirit they heartily congratulated the Banner after the final.  Although devastated they were magnanimous in saluting our success – true Royals to the last!
All –Ireland Cup of Happiness - the first of many hopefully

Our All-Ireland celebrations following our great victory continued unabated back at our weekend residence in Bewley’s. Leopardstown Hotel.  Panel member Laura Brennan had an extra special birthday celebration that evening.
Lá breithe iontach do Laura agus oíche iontach don foireann go léir
The weekend wasn’t over yet and on Sunday the girls had some ‘retail therapy’ in the Dundrum Shopping Centre before we set off for Croke Park and the TG4 All Ireland Senior and Junior football finals.  On arrival at Croker we met up with the other club members who had travelled up on the day and we had a group of over sixty club members present at the games.  Highlight of the Croke Park finals for the Banner Ladies Club was the introduction to the 26,000 in attendance, by Marty Morrissey of RTE, of the All Ireland winning captains of 2006.  Both Eimear O’Connor (Féile & Clare All Ireland B) and Megan Hough (Clare Div. 2 All Ireland Blitz) were among the prestigious group honoured.  It filled us all with pride to hear our club’s name being announced as All Ireland champions in Croke Park.

The All Ireland Champions show off the trophy and their commemorative tops

A proud Cathaoirleach congratulates the 2006 U – 14 players

In October Ennis Town Council honoured our 2006 U-14 panel for their achievements throughout the year.  At a civic reception in the club’s honour both the Mayor of Ennis and the Ennis Town Clerk congratulated the club for the honour it had brought to Ennis and to Clare.  It was very fitting that the civic reception was held on the same evening that we retained our Clare U- 14 A Championship with a victory over Wolfe Tones na Sionna.
AN BRATACH ABÚ
Did You Know – Ar Chuala Tú Faoi?

· Kilnamona won the Clare Senior Camogie Championship again.  So what’s new?  Not much really except that our own evergreen Patricia Ryan was joint captain!  Comhgairdeas Tricia and keep up the good work!  Does Tricia really have the secret of Tír na nÓg?  Sonia Maher was also on the Kilnamona panel.
· That Jim Costello asked the following in a classroom in the C.B.S.  “Aon cheist-any questions?” “Yes”, said a young lad in the back corner, “Good” said Jim.  “What’s your question?”  “Is that a toupéé your wearing on your head or is it your real hair?” a dúirt an dalta.  Jim checked his upper pate and re-assured the young garsún that what was his hair was definitely his and in fact it was definitely real and by no means manufactured.  Ní raibh aon cheist eile, Jim quickly adjurned to the next ‘rang’.
· Sarah Hoey captained a victorious Banner Minor team to championship victory this year.  Sarah is a star player in U.C.G,’s Fresher’s team this year.  Sarah has given tremendous service to The Banner underage and hopefully this club loyalty will remain in our senior ranks.  Incidentally Clare hurling star David Hoey is a brother of Sarah’s.
· Club member Niamh O’Dea played for the Kerry Foireann na mBunscoil team at this year’s Bank of Ireland, All Ireland Football Final exhibition game.  Niamh was following in the proud tradition of Eimear O’Connor and Megan Hough, both having represented our club at the BoI All Ireland Finals day in Croker over the past three years.  Niamh, although supporting Mayo, scored a goal and a point for Kerry as she led her team to victory.  She chose well considering what happened later!  Our commiserations to Andy Tierney. “Mayo God Help Us”
· Our club captain Louise Henchy qualified as an accountant this year.  Louise also helped Clare to win Suzuki League and Munster Junior Championship victories.

· Niamh Keane fulfilled her wish of winning something with the Clare ladies football team.  Niamh did the double double as she won Munster and Suzuki National League titles as did her sister Patricia!  Patricia both play’s with and coaches Doora / Barefield Ladies.  Thankfully Niamh remains loyal to her “birth” club The Banner Ladies.
· Five Banner Players lined out for the Clare County Ladies team last year – namely Louise Henchy, Sonia Maher, Aoife Cavanagh, Emma O’Driscoll and Niamh Keane.  All acquitted themselves with distinction and the club is really proud of their achievements.

· We are launching a Web-Site in 2007 and our web address will be ‘bannerladiesfootball.com’.  Please check in on us.  This is part of our club development and has been assisted by the Ennis Information Age Town Project.

· All our coaches and mentors have undergone both child protection courses and football coaching courses and are fully accredited.  Most of our coaches have also undertaken First-Aid accreditation.

· Jim is retiring again this year.  Does he not realise by now that he needs The Banner Ladies as much as The Banner Ladies’ needs him?  What a wonderful chairman and juvenile coach to have.  Seamus a mhic fan linn.  Tá níos mó le teacht.
· Mary Daly is our Child Officer and that Mary is present at almost every game and training session for our underage players.  Some clubs agree to rules but at The Banner Ladies we enforce them.  Your child’s safety is not only her own future but also the future of our club.  We hope your daughter will always feel happy, safe, confident and secure at our club.  Cuir fios orainn muna b’hfuil sé sin ag tarlú.
· All coaches at The Banner Ladies Club use the Irish Language regularly in an attempt to make our native tongue meaningful in the lives of our members.  It our policy to foster and promote our language in a friendly and safe environment.  Even Tricia now has the “cúpla focal”.

2006 Teams Picture Parade

      Under 14 A Team 2006




                       Senior Team 2006
Junior Team 2006

Minor Team 2006

U – 16 Team 2006
Banner Ladies Football Club Child Safety Policy
Parental Consent

Written consent must be obtained from parents or guardians of girls wishing to participate in Banner Ladies Football Club activities. This consent is to be included as part of the annual registration of club members. Details of any medical or other specific needs a girl may have must also be established at registration.

Supervision: 
Adult club personnel in charge of teams shall keep appropriate records of all games and activities organised for the girls. There should generally be a minimum of two adults in attendance at all times.  In the team changing area only female adult supervisors may be present until there is complete satisfaction that all girls are appropriately attired.  It is desirable that an adult female be in attendance at all games and training sessions organised for the girls.

General Conduct: 
An agreed code of discipline will be established for each age group.  Corporal punishment of children by adult club members is not permitted under any circumstances.  Adult club members must not engage in or tolerate any behaviour, verbal, psychological or physical, that could be construed as bullying of the girls. All parents and girls are to be informed and encouraged to bring any complaints to the immediate attention of any club officer.

Health and Safety: 
Adult supervisors have a responsibility to ensure that all facilities and equipment used for games and other activities are safe, suitable and secure for the purpose in which they are being used for.  All girls are to be medically insured for activities involving the club.

Physical Integrity: 
The physical integrity of the girls must be respected at all times and there must be no inappropriate physical contact.  This does not prohibit appropriate contact with any girl when it is necessary to ensure the safety and well being of the girl.

Privacy: 
The privacy of the girls must be respected at all times.  Particular care must be taken with respect to dressing room and shower areas.  Adult male club members are not permitted in the girls changing areas until there is clear evidence that all girls are fully and appropriately attired. An adult female should be present at all activities organised by the club for the girls.

Personnel: 
All adult personnel dealing with children at the club are to be made familiar with this policy and the club will arrange any training that may be required to ensure the full implementation of this policy.
Note:
The use of camera phones is strictly prohibited in the dressing room and shower areas of the club.



The use of foul or abusive language by any club member will not be tolerated at any level.
U – 12 A Team 2006

2007 Banner Ladies Player Profile
Name:

 

Sarah Hoey

Birthday:


Star Sign:



Aquarious
Occupation:



Medical Science Student U.C.G.

Sports Played:



Football with The Banner Ladies & Camogie with Doora / Barefield.





Tennis with Ennis Tennis Club.
Honours Won:


2001 All Ireland Féile, Clare Intermediate, Junior A, Minor A, Minor B, U-





16 A, U-14 A football titles with The Banner, Clare camogie Minor B title 





with St. Joseph’s Doora / Barefield

Hobbies:



Reading, listening to music.

Sports Event You Would

Most Like To Attend?


Wimbledon Tennis Finals.

Favourite Food:


Lasagne

Favourite Music:


Sno Patrol & The Frames

Favourite Actor/Actress:

Liam Neeson / Julia Roberts

Last Book Read:


Where Rainbow’s End (Celia Aherne)

Last Film Seen:


The Holiday

3 People You Would Like 

To Invite For Dinner?


Mary McAleese, Louise Henchy & Nelson Mandela

Advice For Younger Players.

Enjoy training & keep playing sport – think of all the new friends you meet.






Listen to your trainers (even if they are occasionally wrong !!!).
THE BANNER LADIES FOOTBALL CLUB YOUNG PLAYERS CHARTER
1. We are playing for enjoyment, to be with our friends and to make new friends.

2. We promise to try our best to improve our skill, to help our team mates and to obey the rules of the game.

3. We enjoy having older people watch us play.  We ask that they applaud rather than criticise our efforts and the efforts of our opponents.  Remember that we are learning to play a game that should give us a lifetime of enjoyment.  We may have to risk making errors in order to learn.  Please give us that chance.

4. We thank the referees for giving time to take charge of our games.  We promise to respect the referee’s decisions.  We ask the older people to do the same.

5. We promise to respect our opponents.  We will shake hands before and after each game.
Silverware 2006

     

Emma Glynn U-12 A

      Sarah Hoey Minor B

Rebecca Coughlin Junior B

          
                  Marie Clune U-10


Louise Woods U-14 A

     Rachel McGann U-16 A



            Eimear O’Connor All Ireland Féile

Louise Woods All Ireland Sevens

Roll Of Honour Clare Ladies Football 2006
All Ireland Féile Division One Championship

Winners:

The Banner Ladies

Runners Up:
Corofin (Galway)

All Ireland U-14 Sevens Championship

Winners:

The Banner Ladies

Runners Up:
Oldcastle (Meath)

All Ireland U-14 B Championship

Winners:

Clare



Runners Up:
Limerick

All Ireland U-14 Blitz

Winners:

Clare



Runners Up:
Westmeath

Suzuki National League Division Three

Winners:

Clare



Runners Up:
Leitrim

Munster Junior Championship

Winners:

Clare



Runners Up:
Limerick

U-12 Intercounty Blitz Division Two

Winners:

Clare



Runners Up:
Laois

Clare Senior Championship

Winners:

Cooraclare


Runners Up:
The Banner Ladies

Clare Senior B Championship

Winners:

Fergus Rovers


Runners Up:
Crusheen

Clare Senior League

Winners:

Miltown


Runners Up:
Cooraclare

All Ireland Senior Sevens

Senior Plate Semi-Finalists:



Fergus Rovers

Tír Chonaill Gaels International Nine A Side

Winners:

The Banner Ladies

Runners Up:
Father Murphy’s

Clare Intermediate Championship

Winners:

Coolmeen


Runners Up:
Kilmihil

Clare Intermediate League

Winners:

Wolfe Tones na Sionna

Runners Up:
Liscannor

Clare Junior A Championship

Winners:

Shannon Gaels


Runners Up:
Clooney-Quin

Clare Junior B Championship

Winners:

The Banner Ladies

Runners Up:
Kilmurry-Ibrekane

Clare Junior League

Winners:

Kilmihil



Runners Up:
Kilmurry-Ibrekane

Clare Minor A Championship

Winners:

Miltown


Runners Up:
Cooraclare

Clare Minor B Championship

Winners:

The Banner Ladies

Runners Up:
Wolfe Tones

Clare Minor C Championship

Winners:

Shannon Gaels


Runners Up:
Fergus Rovers

Clare Minor Shield

Winners:

Coolmeen


Runners Up:
Newmarket on Fergus

Clare U-16 A Championship

Winners:

The Banner Ladies

Runners Up:
Cooraclare

Clare U-16 B Championship

Winners:

Newmarket on Fergus

Runners Up:
West Clare Gaels

Clare U-16 C Championship

Winners:

Shannon Gaels


Runners Up:
Fergus Rovers

Clare U-16 D Championship

Winners:

Doora-Barefield


Runners Up:
Éire Óg

Clare U-14 A Championship

Winners:

The Banner Ladies

Runners Up:
Wolfe Tones na Sionna

Clare U-14 B Championship

Winners:

Wolfe Tones na Sionna

Runners Up:
Miltown

Clare U-14 C Championship

Winners:

Burren Gaels


Runners Up:
Shannon Gaels

Clare U-14 D Championship

Winners:

Éire Óg



Runners Up:
Liscannor

Clare U-12 A Championship

Winners:

The Banner Ladies

Runners Up:
Wolfe Tones na Sionna

Clare U-12 B Championship

Winners:

Newmarket on Fergus

Runners Up:
 Doora-Barefield

Clare U-12 C Championship

Winners:

Cooraclare


Runners Up:
Kilmihil

Clare U-12 D Championship

Winners:

Liscannor


Runners Up:
Shannon Gaels

Clare Community Games

Winners:

Shannon


Runners Up:
Ennis

Clare U-11 Championship

Winners:

Clooney-Quin


Runners Up:
The Banner Ladies
All Ireland Winning Captains

All Ireland Féile Peil na nÓg:



Eimear O’Connor (The Banner Ladies)

All IrelandU-14 Club Sevens:



Louise Woods (The Banner Ladies)

All Ireland U-14 B Championship:


Eimear O’Connor (The Banner Ladies)

All Ireland U-14 Division Two Blitz:


Megan Hough (The Banner Ladies)

Suzuki National League Division Three:


Majella Griffin (West Clare Gaels)

U12 Division Two Blitz:




Rebecca Culligan (The Banner Ladies)

Awards

Suzuki League Final Player of the Match:


Áine Kelly (Fergus Rovers)

TG4 All Ireland Semi-Final Player of the Match:

Áine Kelly (Fergus Rovers)

BOI All Ireland Final Cumann na mBunscoil Team:
Niamh O’Dea (The Banner Ladies)

All Ireland U-14 7 ‘s Player of the Tournament:

Naomi Carroll (The Banner Ladies)

All Ireland U-14 B Final Player of the Match:

Niamh O’Dea (The Banner Ladies)
Munster U-14 B Final Player of the Match:

Louise Woods (The Banner Ladies)
Tir Connell Gaels International 9’s Player Award:
              Louise Henchy (The Banner Ladies)
PHOTO GALLERY

                                                                                          Eimear & Mayor Of Ennis,     The Banner’s Clare Intercounty Ladies          Harriet Hamilton stretches out
Joe & Maura Cavanagh, Carmel & Pat O’Driscoll                        Banner U-12’s at County Trials
Katie & proud dad after Féile


U – 10’s workout under watchful eye of mentor Jim

 2006 In A Nutshell

· Club Executive:
Chairman – Jim Costello; Vice-Chair – Bríd Higgins; 





Secretary/PRO – Paul McKenna; Treasurer – Bernie Brennan; 




Registrar – Maura Cavanagh; Child Officer – Mary Daly; Ass. 




Teasurer – Tom Barrett; Oifigeach na Gaeilge – Louise Henchy.

· Club Committee: 
Kieran Martin, Sonya Maher, Michael Culligan, Pat O’Driscoll, 




Dervilla Moloney, Ciara McMahon, Jim McMahon.

· Senior Selectors:
Jim McMahon, Andy Tierney, Pat O’Driscoll, P.J.Garry.

· Underage Selectors:
Joe Reidy, Patricia Ryan, Paul McKenna, Jim Costello.

· 14 Teams 2006:
Senior, Junior, Minor, U-16 x 2, U -14 x 3, U-12 x 2, U-





111/2, U-11, U-10 x 2.

· Championships 2006:All Ireland Féile Division 1, All Ireland Club Sevens U-14, London 



International Nines, Clare junior B, Clare Minor B, Clare U-16 A, 




Clare U-14 A, Clare U-12 A, Lissycasey U-10 Championship.

· Main Sponsors:
Ennis Town Council, Clare Sports Partnership, Supermacs Ennis, The 



Whelan Group, Ennis Information Age, Greenacres Fruit & Veg Ennis.

· Captains:

Senior – Louise Henchy, Junior – Rebecca Coughlin, Minor – Sarah 



Hoey, U-16 A Rachel McGann, U-16 B Aisling Daly, Féile – Eimear 



O’Connor, All Ireland Sevens & Clare U-14 A – Louise Woods, U-14 



B – Katie Cahill , U-14 C – Katie McKenna, U-12 A – Emma Glynn, 



Community Games – Bebhinn Tuohy, U-11 – Orlaith Lynch, U-10 – 



Marie Clune.

· Trips:


To Dublin, Wicklow, Galway, Kerry, London and Tipperary in 2006.

· Events:

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Ennis Town Council Civic Receptions, TG4 



All Ireland Final, Club Table Quiz, Club Social Night, Bag-packing 



Day, Flag Day, Card Draw, Guests at Cusack Park.

· Awards:

Naomi Carroll -All Ireland U-14 Sevens Player of the Tournament, 



Louise Henchy -London International Nines Player of the Tournament, 



Niamh O’Dea -All Ireland B Championship Player of the Final Award, 



Louise Woods –Munster B Championship Player of the Final Award, 



Kate McAllister -Community Games Ladies Football Clare Sports-star.
· Intercounty:

Louise Henchy, Sonya Maher, Aoife Cavanagh, Emma O’Driscoll, 



Niamh Keane – Munster Junior & Suzuki National League winners. 



Marion Conway, Aoife Davoren, Laurie Ryan, Niamh O’Dea, Lorna 



Higgins, Laura Brennan, Eimear O’Connor, Megan Hough, Louise 



Woods – All Ireland U-14 B Championship & All Ireland Blitz winners.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR TEAM SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS
BUÍOCHAS
As always the Banner Ladies Football Club wishes to acknowledge and thank everybody who helped us in any way during the year.  Whether this help was through financial assistance or other means (such as assisting with matches, fundraising events, trips, transport, jersies etc.) we thank you most sincerely.

The Banner Ladies Football Club wishes to acknowledge the following in an especial way for their significant contributions to the running and development of our club in 2006.

· SUPERMACS ENNIS – Who again sponsored our senior team and provided them with 



tracksuits and other gear during the year.

· GREENACRES FRUIT & VEG – For their major contribution to our senior team’s county 


final participation.
· THE WHELAN GROUP – Who made a significant contribution towards our Féile Peil na nÓg 


participation.

· ENNIS TOWN COUNCIL – For its outstanding support to us in our Féile and All Ireland 



Sevens participation.

· ENNIS INFORMATION AGE TOWN – For their financial assistance with the development of 


our club web-site.

· CLARE SPORTS PARTNERSHIP – For assisting us in the training of club officers and 



team mentors.

The Banner Ladies Football Club also wishes to acknowledge the contributions of the following for their support Carbury Chemicals Ltd., Bank of Ireland-Ennis, MaryJo Duffy Pharmacy, Ulster Bank-Ennis, James Lafferty & Associates, The Clare Ladies Football Board, The Clare People, Allied Irish Bank-Ennis, National Irish Bank-Ennis, The Temple Gate Hotel, The Lynch West County Hotel, The One Mile Inn, An Garda Síochána

As with our advertisers we ask all club members to support wherever possible the businesses and organisations who have supported us throughout the year.  

Is ar scáth a chéile a mhairimid agus beidh an chlub ag súil le tacaíocht arís i mbliana agus sna blianta atá amach romhainn.

The Banner Ladies Football Club would also like to thank the local media organisations (Clare FM, The Clare Champion & The Clare People) for their excellent coverage during the year and also wish to acknowledge Setanta Sports for their TV coverage of our All Ireland Féile final.

We also thank most sincerely the Foxrock / Cabinteely Ladies Football Club who were our excellent hosts at Féile 2006. Their welcoming generosity to our club members played no small part in our success at the event and we are most appreciative of this.

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH GO LÉIR

THE YEAR AHEAD – AN BHLIAIN SEO CHUGAINN
· 
AGM:

Late January – early February.  All interested parents requested to attend.  




Remember this is your daughter’s club and we hope that you would wish 




to be involved in her sporting interests.  The club urgently needs more parents to 




become involved or else we will have to restrict the number of teams and games the 



club participates in.  So please offer you assistance to the running of the club in 




some small way.  Your daughter is learning a sport that will give her a lifetime of 



enjoyment and social interest.

· Website:
Visit us at www.bannerladiesfootball.com. This is our home link and the site will 



contain all the news, views and up to the minute action and information from The 



Banner Ladies Football Club.

· 
Féile 2007:
As defending All Ireland Champions we will leave no stone unturned at the club to 



defend our title in 2007.  This year’s finals will be played in Sligo/Leitrim 




so a great trip is guaranteed no matter what the outcome.  Training commenced in 



November so a full attendance from now on is requested from all girls with 2007 




Féile ambitions.  As Féile is always a very expensive undertaking for the club your 



assistance with our various fundraising efforts closer to the date will be much 




appreciated.

· 
Lá le Pádraig:
Already we have been asked to participate in the 2007 St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 



Ennis.  Your attendance and assistance on the day will be greatly appreciated.

· 
Seniors:
Following their magnificent achievement in 2006 on reaching the Clare County 




Senior Championship Final for the first time in our club’s history hopefully our 




senior girls will go one better in 2007 and bring home the cup.  Every assistance 




will be given to them in their maiden championship bid.  Go for it girls!

· 
Underage:
Last year we had to withdraw our U-12 C team due to lack of adult personnel.  Our 



promise to all new girls on joining is that they will get on a team and play matches.  



This is what all the girls love most – to pull on the club jersey – win, lose or draw, 



and to have their parents come and support their efforts.  Parents we need your help 



if we are to continue fielding teams at our current level.  Please make a big effort to 



get more involved this year.  You will be accommodated in every way and your 




daughters’ will especially appreciate your efforts.

· 
An Ghaeilge:
It is club policy to actively promote the use of our Irish language and we encourage 



the use of Irish in all club events. If you have a ‘cúpla focal’ please use them at the 



club. Jim Costello & Paul McKenna are fluent Irish speakers and we are lucky to 




have girls from Gaelscoil Uí Chíosóig at the club. Ár d-teanga féin, ár n-dúchas.  




Mar sinn cabhraigh linn chun an Gaeilge a chuir chun chinn ins an gclub i 2007.

· 
Membership:
Player Registration & Injury Insurance will again take place in February and March.  



All players must be registered and insured before they can participate in games for 



our club.  The 2006 fee of €30.00 and €40.00 for underage and adult players 




respectively should hold for 2007.  There is also a non player club membership 




scheme and we encourage parents to contribute to this.
· 
New Ideas:
If you have any new ideas or suggestions about the running of our club please feel free to 



mention them to any club committee member or better still become a committee member.  


We continually want to improve and will value your suggestions.
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